IDEAL   QUARTERS   FOR    BATHING    PARTIES:   A    MARINE    VILLAGE    IN    THE   ADMIRALTY    ISLANDS
Many Melanesian coast villages are built actually in the water to guard against surprise attacks by hostile tribes in the interior.    Piles are driven down into the hard bottom, and on these the houses are constructed.    Domed thatch roofs come down almost to the floor, which is a foot or two above the water, and windows
are non-existent.    A narrow plank bridge without handrails gives access to the shore
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